      Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
      *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                


* Postlude 

Worship Service: We welcome you today on World Communion Sunday - Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost October 1, 2023!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Janette Leitzel and Family as Janette’s husband Dennis went to be with the Lord on Mon. Sept. 25.

We pray for God’s loving presence, peace, comfort and strength for their family at this time.  Service will be at The Valleys on Tuesday, October 3rd: Visitation will be from 10:00-11:00AM with the Service following at 11:00AM.
GREETERS FOR Oct. 1st & 8th - Leon & Diane Shaffer and 3rd person to be announced; Oct. 15th & 22nd - Ed & Peggy Berra and 3rd person to be announced; Oct. 29th & Nov. 5th  - Bob Endy, Scott & Theresa Miller Family.
ANNOUNCERS:; Oct. 1st thru 29th - Seth Guertin; Nov. 5th thru 26th - Norine Goss.
LAY READERS: Oct. 1 - Marie Herb; Oct. 8th -Theresa Miller; Oct. 15th - Jan Quinn; Oct. 22nd - Rachael Bryson; Oct. 29th - Sue Faust. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Oct. 1st - Sharon Fetterhoff; Oct. 8th & 15th - Ed & Peggy Berra; Oct. 22nd & 29th - Marie Herb.  If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen”; we discuss Lesson 7 video on Oct. 1st.  We watch Lesson 8 on Oct. 8th and discuss it on Oct. 15th.  Please join us. 
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October 1, 2023

World Communion Sunday

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor                                                The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services  or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra 
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

October 1, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
 World Communion Sunday - 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Communion Servers: Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                     Seth Guertin                  

L:  Come, hear the teachings of our Lord.
P:  Listen to the glorious deeds of the Lord.
L:  Do not hide them from your children.
P:  Tell the coming generations the wonders that the Lord has done.
L: Come, let us worship God.
      *Hymn -             “Ye Servants of God”                       Page 17
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
Lord, when the difficulties of life overtake us, and we feel so all alone, grant us a new sense of your presence and faith that enables us to trust you to guide us through life’s wilderness. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon

       The Psalm: 25:1-9 (Responsive)                                  
L: To you, O Lord, I offer my prayer; in you, my God, I trust.
P: Save me from the shame of defeat; don’t let my enemies gloat over me!
L:  Defeat does not come to those who trust in you; but to those who are quick to rebel against you.
P: Teach me your ways, O Lord; make them known to me.
L: Teach me to live according to your truth, for you are my God, who saves me. I always trust in you.
P: Remember, O Lord, your kindness and constant love which you have shown from long ago.
L: Forgive the sins and errors of my youth, in your constant love and goodness, remember me, Lord!
P: Because the Lord is righteous and good, he teaches sinners the path they should follow. He leads the humble in the right way and teaches them his will
  Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles Creed (In Unison)
    I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
   Hymn -                   “O, How I Love Jesus”                     Page 529                                       
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  Exodus 17:1-7  Pg. 83  O.T. Pew Bible)                 

                           Marie Herb, Lay Reader     
          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!         
Sermon:          “Caught Between a Rock and a Hard Place”  
Dedication of Offering
HOLY COMMUNION  

*Hymn -    “In Christ There Is No East or West”       Page 285    

     CHURCH CALENDAR
Oct.    1 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Organist) - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff  Confirmation after Worship Service

Oct.     2 - 6:00-9:00PM - Girl Scout Leaders Meeting

                  6:00PM - Zumba

Oct.     3- 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Oct.     7 - 4:00-6:00PM - Valleys Pig Roast Supper - dine in or takeout

Oct.     8 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal) - Fellowship Covered Dish Meal following worship service (Please bring a dish to share)

Pastor Kris will be on vacation Mon. Oct. 9th thru Sat. Oct. 14

Oct.     9 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

Oct.   15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal)
DEACONS meeting on Tuesday, October 3rd at 7:00PM.
PIG ROAST DINNER: Valleys annual Pork Roast Dinner on October 7, 2023, the 1st Saturday in October, from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu: Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Ticket Donation: Adults: $15.00, Ages 4-12: $7.50, Ages 3 and under “Free”. Dine in or takeout available. Call the church office for more information or for tickets or see Shirley after worship service.
COVERED DISH FELLOWSHIP MEAL is held the 2nd Sunday of the month on October 8th.  Please join us in fellowship and bring a covered dish to share (meat or vegetable and/or dessert.)
REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Janette Leitzel and Family of Dennis Leitzel; *Ashleigh Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s Niece); *Viola Shiner, Charlie Shertzer’s sister); Susan Snyder, (Outpatient surgery); Tracey Knauss; Mike Lesher, (Karla Lesher’s husband, surgery on Oct. 11); Hannah Klinger, (Capitol Rehab & Healthcare Center - for Rehab); Mary Cooke; Esther Masser;  Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Patrick, Deb, Emily Castellani, (Car accident); Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Pastor Gail Boyer; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary/Carol Miller’s neighbor); Shelia Bentz, (Ann Hale’s friend, had surgery); Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); 
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. 

In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
PASTOR VACATION: Pastor Kris will be on vacation Monday, October 9th thru Saturday October 14th. Please call the church office in case of an emergency.
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday October 10th, Eat at church only between 5:15-6:15PM.  (Please note time change.) Menu: Beef Stew, Dinner roll, Salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals are eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. Oct. 5th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER reopens on Wednesday, October 18, 2023 with Bingo from 10:00-11:00AM and a Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM. More information will be in upcoming bulletins.

DARTBALL will begin Monday, October 30th. Locations of games will be in upcoming bulletins as soon as we have the schedule.

TOYS 4 TOTS will hold an organization meeting at Valleys on Thursday, October 19 at 7:00PM. T4T will use the social hall December 4th thru 15 to gather and sort toys. Distribution will be on Sat. Dec. 16th. Volunteers are needed to sort toys in Dec. If you are interested in volunteering, contact Terry Novak at 717-557-5983 or attend the meeting.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are still looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service. Please see Seth Guertin, Bridget Campbell or Marie Herb if you’re interested.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates will be given as we progress in this process.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
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     The origin of World Communion

In 1933, a Pittsburgh pastor, Hugh Thompson Kerr, had a unique idea. What if churches all around the world celebrated Holy Communion on the same Sunday? He contacted leaders of various denominations worldwide. His idea was met with such warm enthusiasm that celebrating the sacrament on the first Sunday of October is now an annual affair. It unites Christians throughout the world, or in the words of the popular hymn:

                  In Christ there is no east or west,
                  In Him no south or north;
                  But one great fellowship of love
                  Throughout the whole wide earth.

                               Gathered as one body

On World Communion Sunday, observed this year on October 1, Christians across the globe gather at the Lord’s Table for the sacrament of Holy Communion. The Lord’s Table stretches around the entire earth. Catholic Christians, Coptic Christians, Orthodox Christians, Reformed Christians, Evangelical Christians, Lutheran Christians, Baptist Christians, Anglican Christians, Methodist Christians, Christians who worship in churches bearing names that are unfamiliar to us — all join in worship and do what Christ asked his friends to do: remember him!

“This do in remembrance of me,” Jesus said during the Last Supper with his disciples. Then he broke bread as a reminder of his sacrificed body and lifted the cup of wine representing his blood. The sacrament is a vivid symbol of Christ’s sacrifice, love and forgiveness for each of us.

As we gather as Christ’s family around that table of grace, remember that we are united in Christ with our brothers and sisters around the world. “In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north. All Christly souls are joined as one throughout the whole wide earth” (John Oxenham).

Thank you, Lord!
______________________________________________________
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for October 1, 2023

Invocation:  O God, as we gather in worship, may we experience your presence among us.  You have entrusted us with the message of your love and grace.  And now we ask that you would once again fill us with your Spirit and empower us anew to do Your work in this world.  In Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 25:1-9, Exodus 17:1-7
Sermon Title:

“Caught Between a Rock and a Hard Place”

Here we are again – just listen to them – they are complaining again.  Have you ever known people who do nothing but complain? Does it bother you after a while? If so, perhaps you can sympathize with Moses.  He had to put up with the Israelites’ constant complaining during the 40 years they spent in the desert.  
Now I know it must have been extremely difficult for them – wandering through the desert has to be hard, especially when you don’t have water and you don’t know where to find it.  A human body can survive for one hundred hours at average temperatures without access to water.  The Sinai Peninsula averages 82 degrees Fahrenheit in May and 91 degrees Fahrenheit in June.  For those same months, average high temperatures are 95 degrees and 104 degrees respectively.  In such extreme heat, and with exposure to the sun, the timeline for survival is cut in half to about fifty hours.  Exertion-such as walking long distances in the daytime, carrying a load, and leading livestock-shortens the timeline even further to about seven hours.  One long day’s march was all it would take to finish God’s people.   They were worn out, dehydrated, and stuck in a place that doesn’t promise to change their situation.

The Israelites kept forgetting about God’s miraculous deliverance from slavery in Egypt. God freed them, but at the first sign of uncertainty they wanted to return to Egypt.  They preferred certainty and slavery to the uncertainty of an adventure of living with God.  They wanted security.  They doubted that God would provide for them.  God’s providence does not ensure that the path will lead to a particular outcome, and that frightened them.  Despite their doubts, God provided.  Regardless of what we do, God is faithful and will provide a way when there is no way.  Providence will outlast our doubts and provide a way when we see no pathway ahead.

Something about thirst creates desperation.  Something about desperation focuses prayer. Something about prayers of desperation creates a context for divine breakthroughs.  Something about divine breakthroughs transforms religion into blazing faith. Something about blazing faith changes entire communities and travels up and down generational lines.

The passage from Exodus could easily apply to our personal and church lives today.  We see scarcity all around us when in reality we are surrounded with all of the resources we need to survive and thrive.

The road to freedom and real change can be long, difficult, and discouraging.  And for the Israelites, it was hard for them to sustain their faith and hope that got them to follow Moses’ invitation.  Like them, we are on the difficult journey called life.  We are going somewhere and we try to follow the right path, but sometimes life has its wilderness aspects.   At those times we are often tempted to turn and look back to the old ways, like the Israelites did.

Where do we find ourselves today?  Where are we thirsting and tempted to settle for less than God?  Do we look around and see no possible way God can help us?  Are the only things we see thirst, wilderness, and rocks?  We have to remember that God is full of surprises.

The Israelites constantly challenged both Moses’ leadership and God.  It was no different when they got to Rephidim, which is the location for the events in our passage today.  There was no water, and the people were thirsty.  They complained to Moses.  They forgot that if God could part the Red Sea, He could provide water to drink.  To make matters worse, Moses asked them why they put God to the test.  Moses could not get them to think about God.  Moses was with them, so he was the focus of their anger.

We do the same thing today.  We test God.  We want Him to constantly prove Himself.  We want Him to be involved in the smallest things in our lives, and not just the big events.  We need to remember His wondrous movements in our lives when we ask these two questions:

1. Where has God made a way when there was no way?

2. Where have divine resources emerged to ensure our well-being?

When we remember how God has worked in our lives, we become aware of possibilities and go from scarcity to abundance.  You want food?  Ask God.  You need water? Whether it’s from a rock, the sky, or the sea, God provides it.  Do you need laws to organize your lives?  Come to Mount Sinai and God will write them down for you.  Do you want to worship? God will tell you how.  Do you need land to call your own?  Ask God, and He will show you the spot He has saved for you.

God assured Moses that He would provide a rock.  This was the rock where revelation would take place.  God already selected the place and the miracle.   How can we receive refreshment during a dry place?  The answer is found in the solution and command God gave to Moses, “You shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it that the people may drink.”  This water is the giving of the Holy Spirit.  It is the granting of eternal life and the glory yet revealed to us.

God told Moses to use something he had-the rod-and strike the rock.  The supplying of water was proof that God was with His people.  He never abandons us.  He gives us the life-giving water.

God chose to bring water-and the life it represents-out of something that appeared to be lifeless. This represents God’s plans to bring the people life, not death.  God will make life flow in unexpected ways, but it will require a certain amount of trust from the people, a willingness to put faith in a God who seems not to do things in the typical way.

Sometimes we wonder if God is with us.  As Christians, we go through difficulties at times when we face obstacles on the path of life or we feel like we’re hitting a brick wall and our breakthrough is a far-away dream.  When this happens, what do we do?  What do we ask ourselves?  What do we tell others?  Do we complain that God has abandoned us like the Israelites did, or do we ask Him to show us His glory, power, and miracles?  Do we learn about His character and His attitude towards us through these difficult times and grow in trust with every single victory He grants, or do we still doubt His love for us when things get tough?  If we have placed our faith in Him, He has promised to be with us.

God delivers us from bondage, refreshes our spirits, quenches our thirst, forgives our sins, and enables us to face suffering.  The deepest, most profound, and unquenchable thirst of everyone is a thirst for the Holy Spirit.  God cares deeply for us and helps us move from places of fear and doubt to places of trust. God provides for us and reveals Himself to us.  God asks us to trust Him when He doesn’t answer our prayers right away or in the form we would like.

God knows that each and every one of us has something He and His ministry can use.  One of the greatest revelations that can come to any Christian is the realization that in every act of Christian ministry there are two agents-God and us.  God wants us to help Him.  Our part is to trust Him and His part is to make the water flow.

Whenever we come together and worship God, the Holy Spirit is present, eager to glorify Christ, and to pour out rivers of living water for thirsty people.  Our duty is to see that we are in a right condition spiritually so He can rally us with Him.  

Throughout the process, we must remind ourselves that it isn’t really us who does the work, but the Holy Spirit who moves and burns within us and among us, lighting fires of excitement, allowing God’s presence to burn within us and to spill out and touch all those around us.  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Lord, once again in fellowship with those who share our vows and hopes with us, we bow before You.  It is so hard for us to think of You, so hard for us to feel Your presence as we do the presence of a friend who we can see and touch and hear.  You are so high and lifted up, so pure and wonderful in all Your ways that You seem almost past our understanding all together.  At times, Lord, we are worried and anxious and afraid and we long to know Your will for our lives.  Speak to us Lord, and reveal Your plan set out for us today.

Come and descend upon this congregation.  In the heart of each of us be not only an idea, a thought, a hope, or a dream.  Be a being met and known to us through Jesus who taught us your ways and revealed your love to us.  Bring us to love You with all our hearts and to serve You with all our strength.
Lord, Come to those today who need to feel Your love, Your comfort, Your healing touch in every way.

We pray for __________________________________.  Now all of these things we lift up to you in prayer, praying in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”
Benediction:
What you have heard with your ears, may you believe in your hearts; and what you believe in your hearts may you practice in your lives; and the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be upon you now and always.  Amen.
